I present results for the two-loop self-energy functions for scalars in a general renormalizable field theory, using mass-independent renormalization schemes based on dimensional regularization and dimensional reduction. The results are given in terms of a minimal set of loop-integral basis functions, which are readily evaluated numerically by computers. This paper contains the contributions corresponding to the Feynman diagrams with zero or one vector propagator lines. These are the ones needed to obtain the pole masses of the neutral and charged Higgs scalar bosons in supersymmetry, neglecting only the purely electroweak parts at two-loop order. A subsequent paper will present the results for the remaining diagrams, which involve two or more vector lines.
I. INTRODUCTION
The next generation of high-energy collider experiments, including the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) and a future electron-positron linear collider (LC), should discover the mechanism of electroweak symmetry breaking. They also hold the promise of very accurate measurements of the relevant parameters of that mechanism. If supersymmetry is correct, then the lightest neutral Higgs scalar boson mass should be measurable to an accuracy of order 100 MeV at the LHC and even better at an LC [1] . The mass of the top quark, which is known to be strongly coupled to the electroweak symmetry breaking sector, can be obtained with an accuracy of order 1 GeV at the LHC [2] and 100 MeV at an LC [3] . These will easily exceed the accuracy obtained by theoretical calculations at one-loop order in the Standard Model and its extensions. Therefore, calculation at two-loop order, at least, will be necessary for detailed comparisons of candidate models with experiment. In minimal supersymmetry, for example, the higher-order corrections to the effective potential and to the mass of the lightest neutral Higgs scalar boson are especially important for two reasons. First, effects proportional to the relatively large QCD coupling first appear at two-loop order. Second, the tree-level scalar potential has a nearly flat direction, so that loop corrections involving larger mass scales are relatively enhanced.
A great deal of progress has already been made on calculations of two-loop corrections to masses and selfenergy functions, including specific results for the top quark [4] - [9] and the electroweak gauge bosons in the Standard Model [10] , the Higgs scalar bosons in the Standard Model [11] and supersymmetry [12] - [20] , and methods for evaluating two-loop self-energy integrals in general [21] - [62] . Calculations of two-loop corrections can be difficult. Since we do not yet know with certainty what the correct model of physics at the TeV scale is, or even a complete list of its degrees of freedom, a prudently flexible strategy is called for. Accordingly, I propose to compute self-energy functions for particles in a completely general renormalizable theory. These "once-and-for-all" results can then be specialized to any perturbative model, as future developments warrant.
1 A similar approach was used for the effective potential in ref. [63] ; I will use exactly the same conventions and notations in the present paper.
I choose to use a mass-independent renormalization scheme based on dimensional continuation with minimal subtraction, in which physically measurable quantities (physical masses, cross-sections, decay rates, etc.) are always outputs, and the input parameters are renormalized running masses and couplings. One can then conduct a simultaneous global fit to all observables. This is in contrast to on-shell schemes, which use some preferred observables as inputs. The use of a massindependent scheme means that one does not need to commit in advance to a particular choice of input observables. Another possible advantage of mass-independent schemes is that the running input parameters can be evolved to higher mass scales (for example, the Planck scale, the scale of unification of gauge couplings, the supersymmetry-breaking scale, etc.) using the renormalization group, to compare with the predictions of various candidate models. For non-supersymmetric models, the traditional MS scheme [64] is used, while for models based on softly broken supersymmetry one may use the DR ′ scheme [65] , which is based on dimensional reduction [66] but eliminates the appearance of unphysical epsilon scalar masses in the formulas. Consider a general renormalizable theory containing vector bosons, fermions, and scalar bosons, the latter labeled by indices i, j, k, . . .. The main objective of this paper is to compute the two-loop scalar self-energy Π ij (s) = 1 16π 2 Π
(1) ij + 1 (16π 2 ) 2 Π (2) ij + . . .
(1.1)
as a function of
where p µ is the external momentum, and the metric is either of signature (−+++) or Euclidean. Note that s is taken to be real with an infinitesimal positive imaginary part to resolve the branch cuts. The self-energy function is gauge-dependent, but can be used to obtain a gaugeinvariant [67] - [70] pole squared mass, defined as the position of the complex pole, with non-positive imaginary part, in the propagator obtained from the perturbative Taylor expansion of the self-energy function about the tree-level squared mass [71] . Explicitly, for a scalar particle with tree-level renormalized (running) squared mass m 2 k , the two-loop pole squared mass
can be obtained iteratively as follows. First, the oneloop approximation to the pole squared mass, s is not a function of s. In this paper, the contributions from diagrams involving zero or one vector lines are included; the rest will appear in a subsequent paper. Note that these diagrams are already enough to compute the full two-loop pole masses of all of the neutral and charged Higgs scalar bosons in supersymmetric extensions of the Standard Model, neglecting only the purely electroweak contributions (those that involve g 4 , g 2 g ′2 or g ′4 ). The explicit results for the particular case of the Minimal Supersymmetric Standard Model will also be presented in a separate paper.
The rest of this paper is organized as follows. Section II specifies the notations, conventions and methods used. Section III reviews the self-energy functions at one loop order. Section IV reports the results for two-loop scalar self-energies in the MS and DR ′ schemes, with vector bosons assumed to have a generic non-zero mass. In section V, the corresponding results for massless vectors are obtained. Section VI contains an illustrative example, featuring several non-trivial consistency checks.
II. NOTATIONS AND SETUP
In the following, I consider a general renormalizable field theory, consisting of real scalars R i , two-component Weyl fermions ψ I , and vector fields A µ a . After expanding around the vacuum expectation values of the scalars, the tree-level squared masses of these fields are taken to be diagonalized, and are denoted by m * appear in the numerators of chirality-changing fermion propagators. They can be non-zero when the fermions ψ I and ψ J have the same squared mass. In this squared-mass eigenstate basis, the interaction Lagrangian terms have the form:
2)
3) 
(I have omitted possible three-vector, four-vector, and ghost interactions, which will not play a role in this paper.) For more discussion, see ref. [63] . The propagators for the scalars R i are diagonal, and are given for four-momentum k µ by
The fermions have diagonal chirality-changing propagators,
as well as chirality-violating propagators that are not, in general, diagonal:
In a general R ξ gauge, the propagator for a vector boson with squared mass m 2 a and four-momentum k µ is 9) where I have introduced the notation
with ξ = 0 for Landau gauge and ξ = 1 for Feynman gauge. Results below for loop-integral functions involving massive vector bosons will be conveniently written in terms of the L x notation. For massless vector gauge fields, one has: 11) corresponding to a propagator
Infrared divergences associated with massless vector bosons are dealt with by first computing with a finite mass, and then taking the massless vector limit. In preparing the Lagrangian as above, there is a choice to be made regarding the vacuum expectation values of scalar fields. One procedure is to expand around the VEVs that minimize the tree-level potential. This would mean that there are no tree-level tadpole couplings. However, in that case, there can be non-vanishing tadpole graphs at one-loop order and beyond, which must be included in the self-energy functions. A different choice is to instead expand around VEVs that minimize the full loop-corrected effective potential. This means that the tree-level potential, in general, will have tadpole coupling terms:
However, expanding around a minimum of the full loopcorrected effective potential means that the sum of all tadpole contributions always vanishes, through whatever loop order we are working. Therefore, as long as we expand around a minimum of the full effective potential, we can safely neglect all tadpole graphs, and the tree-level tadpole coupling λ i will never appear explicitly in results; its only effect is to precisely cancel the sum of the loop tadpoles, which therefore do not need to be calculated either.
There is a subtlety in the case of spontaneous breaking of gauge symmetries, however. The first method above applies for arbitrary ξ, and independence of the pole masses with respect to ξ provides a valuable check. But, if we choose the second method, expanding around a VEV that is not the minimum of the tree-level potential, then the results obtained below without including tadpole graphs are only valid in Landau gauge, ξ = 0. This is because for ξ = 0, there is a non-trivial tree-level mixing between the longitudinal components of the massive gauge field and the Goldstone bosons (found among the R i ), so that the propagator does not have the simple form of equation (2.9) . This is no great loss in practice, since the general two-loop corrections to the effective potential are only simple and have only been evaluated in Landau gauge, anyway. In this paper, I will not include tadpole loop graphs, as I favor the method of expanding around the VEVs that minimize the full effective potential, rather than VEVs that minimize only the tree-level potential. This means that Landau gauge ξ = 0 should be used, whenever it makes a difference, in practical applications of this work involving massive vector bosons.
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The one-loop and two-loop contributions to the selfenergy function are calculated below as the sum of connected, one-particle irreducible Feynman graphs with two external scalar lines. The topologies for one-loop and two-loop self-energy graphs are shown in Figures 1 and  2 . The nomenclature used in this paper for the Feynman diagrams and their associated loop functions is as follows. Letters A, B are assigned to the one-loop topologies, and W, X, Y, Z, S, U, V, M for the two-loop topologies, without regard to the types of propagators. For each such two-loop topology, a canonical ordering is assigned to the internal propagator lines, as shown. (No canonical ordering is needed for the one-loop topologies or for the twoloop topology S.) Then the loop diagrams are assigned a name given by the letter corresponding to the topology, with subscripts S, F , F , or V according to whether the internal lines (in the canonical ordering) correspond to scalar, chirality-preserving fermion, chirality-violating fermion, or vector propagators. Diagrams related by interchange of the external scalar lines, or by symmetries of the topology with respect to interchanges of internal lines, are not considered separately. A one-loop example and a two-loop example of this naming scheme are shown in Figure 3 .
For each Feynman diagram, the integrations over internal momenta are regulated by continuing to d = 4 − 2ǫ dimensions, according to
In the dimensional regularization scheme, the vector bosons also have d components, while in the dimensional reduction scheme they have d ordinary components and 2ǫ additional components known as epsilon scalars, which in general have a different squared mass. Counterterms for the one-loop sub-divergences and the remaining twoloop divergences are added, according to the rules of minimal subtraction, to give finite loop functions, which then depend on the renormalization scale Q given by
The resulting renormalization schemes are known as MS [64] and DR [66] , respectively. A further coupling constant redefinition in the latter case removes the dependence on the unphysical epsilon scalar masses, resulting in the DR ′ scheme [65] appropriate for (softly-broken) supersymmetric models. In this paper, the symbol
will be used to present results simultaneously in the MS and DR ′ schemes.
Below, the result for each Feynman diagram is given in terms of a corresponding loop integral function, for example B SV (x, y) and M V F SF F (x, y, z, u, v) for the Feynman diagrams shown in Figure 3. [These functions will be given explicitly in equations (3.7) and (4.86) for massive vectors, and in equations (3.10) and (5.26) for massless vectors.] The variables x, y, z, u, v here stand for squared masses. Each loop function associated with a Feynman diagram also depends on the external momentum invariant s, as defined in equation (1.2), and on the renormalization scale Q, but these are not listed explicitly among the arguments, since they are the same for all loop functions in a given calculation. By convention, the usual symmetry factors associated with the Feynman diagram are factored out of the corresponding loop function, but minus signs associated with fermion loops and other factors associated with the evaluation of the diagram are not. All counterterms are included within the loop integral functions.
Tarasov has described an algorithm [51] for reducing any two-loop self-energy integral with arbitrary masses to a minimal set of basis integral functions. This algorithm has been conveniently implemented in the computer program TARCER [52] . In this paper, I use the Tarasov algorithm to reduce the scalar two-loop self-energy integral functions to a (slightly modified) basis of functions that were defined in [62] .
Briefly, the basis functions can be described as follows. At one loop, integrals with scalar propagators and the topologies of A and B in Figure 1 give rise to basis functions A(x), B(x, y), which are essentially PassarinoVeltman [72] functions. At two loops, integrals with scalar propagators and the topologies S, U, and M in Figure 2 give rise to basis functions S(x, y, z), U (x, y, z, u) and M (x, y, z, u, v). Another basis function T (x, y, z) is obtained by differentiating −S(x, y, z) with respect to x. Also, I(x, y, z) is defined as the two-loop vacuum integral function obtained by setting s = 0 in S(x, y, z). These basis functions include one-loop and two-loop counterterms, and they are finite and independent of ǫ. Their precise definitions were given in ref. [62] . That paper also gave a complete and efficient algorithm for their numerical calculation, following the strategy put forward in [58] - [61] using the differential equations method of [55] - [57] .
Because of the existence of graphs with the topology V shown in Figure 2 with the 2,3 propagators having the same squared mass, it is useful as a matter of notational convenience to define the function
This is not an independent basis function; instead, it can be expressed algebraically in terms of the basis functions, using equation (3.22) of [62] . It is useful to note that all of the functions mentioned in the previous two paragraphs have smooth limits as squared-mass arguments are taken to zero, with two exceptions; there are logarithmic singularities as x → 0 in the basis function T (x, y, z) and as y → 0 in V (x, y, z, u). These infrared singularities must cancel from physical quantities, but as a book-keeping device it is useful to define modified versions of these functions that have smooth massless limits. Accordingly, in reference [62] , the function
was defined. Here we have used the notation that logarithms of dimensionful quantities are always expressed in terms of
An analytic expression for T (0, y, z) was given in equation (6.18) of [62] . Similarly, it is useful to introduce 20) where the prime indicates a derivative with respect to that squared-mass argument. The function V (x, 0, z, u) can be expressed algebraically in terms of the basis functions; the result is in Appendix A of the present paper. Also, below I will use
to express a few results more compactly than would otherwise be possible. These derivatives, expressed algebraically in terms of the basis functions, are given in equations (3.1) and (5.3) of ref. [62] ; they are also easy to express analytically in terms of logarithms and dilogarithms, using equations (6.3)-(6.9) of that paper. Note that B(x, y) and I(x, y, z) are symmetric under interchange of arguments, so B(x ′ , y) = B(y, x ′ ) and
To summarize, here is the procedure for evaluating the two-loop scalar self-energy function for a general renormalizable theory, given the running parameters as inputs. The first step is to minimize the two-loop effective potential [63] to find the VEVs of the theory. Then, one expands the real scalar, two-component fermion, and real vector fields about those VEVs, and diagonalizes the tree-level squared mass matrices. This specifies the interaction Lagrangian in the form of equations (2.1)-(2.4), defining the tree-level couplings. These can be plugged in to the formulas given in section III, IV, and V below, which involve loop diagram functions [like B SV (x, y) and M V F SF F (x, y, z, u, v)], which are in turn written in terms of basis functions: 23) and some additional functions
that can be written algebraically in terms of the basis functions. Finally, the basis functions in general are evaluated by computer, using the methods described in detail in [62] .
III. ONE-LOOP SCALAR SELF-ENERGY FUNCTIONS
The one-loop self-energy function matrix for scalars in the general theory specified in section II is:
where repeated indices are summed over, and the loop integral functions are given by:
The last function B V V (x, y) combines the contributions from the diagram with two vector propagators and the corresponding diagram with two ghost propagators. In each case, the vector masses are taken to be non-zero. In the limit of massless gauge vector bosons, one obtains:
As explained in section II, the MS scheme results are obtained by setting δ MS = 1 in the above equations, while the DR ′ scheme results have δ MS = 0. Note that even though the function B SV (x, y) involves a vector propagator, it is the same in both schemes, because the vector indices are contracted with momenta rather than a metric tensor. The gauge-dependent parts (acted on by an L x or L y ) do not differ between the two schemes, for the same reason. When computing a pole mass in the two-loop approximation, one needs Π
(1)′ (s) ≡ ∂Π (1) /∂s. This is easily obtained from the preceding, either by using the analytical expression for the function B(x, y), or by using the identity:
which follows from equation (A.2) and dimensional analysis.
IV. TWO-LOOP SCALAR SELF-ENERGY FUNCTIONS
In this section, I present the results for two-loop contributions to the scalar self-energy. They are divided into subsections, depending on whether the Feynman diagram contains internal propagators lines that are only scalars; scalars and fermions; scalars and one vector; fermions and one vector; or scalars, fermions, and one vector.
Throughout the following, repeated indices are summed over.
A. Diagrams with only scalar propagators
The two-loop Feynman diagrams that involve only scalar propagator lines yield the following contribution to the self-energy:
Here the loop integral functions are given by:
In several of these functions, denominators threaten to vanish when masses become degenerate. Taking the corresponding limits, one obtains:
(4.13)
B. Diagrams with scalar and fermion propagators
In this subsection, I present the results for Feynman diagrams that involve both scalar and fermion propagators, but no vector propagators.
The contributions from diagrams with the topology W in figure 2 , in which propagators 1,2 are scalars and propagators 3,4 are fermions are:
where
The contributions from diagrams of the topology M, taking propagators 1,2,3,4 to be fermions and 5 to be scalar, are:
The results from diagrams of the topology M, taking propagators 1,3 to be scalars and 2,4,5 to be fermions, are:
The contributions from diagrams of topology V, with lines 1,2,3 taken to be scalar and 4,5 to be fermions, are:
The results from diagrams of topology V, with lines 1,2,3,4 taken to be fermions, and 5 to be scalar, are:
In the case y = z, the necessary limits of these functions are given by:
The limit y → 0 appropriate for massless fermions is only needed when the corresponding propagator has no mass insertions. For the case V F F F F S (x, y, y, u, v), this limit is trivial, since yV (x, y, u, v) vanishes as y → 0. The remaining case is given by:
This function is well-defined as s → x, although (x − s)V (x, 0, u, v) and B(0, x ′ ) are both singular in that limit.
C. Diagrams with scalar and one vector propagators
The contributions from two-loop Feynman diagrams with scalar propagators, exactly one vector propagator, and no fermion propagators are 45) where the loop functions are given by
+(x ↔ y and z ↔ u) + (x ↔ z and y ↔ u) + (x ↔ u and y ↔ z). This subsection contains the contributions to the scalar self-energy coming from two-loop diagrams that involve fermion propagators, one vector propagator, and zero scalar propagators.
The results for diagrams with topology M with propagators 1,2,3,4 taken to be fermions and 5 to be vector are:
+(x ↔ y and z ↔ u) + (x ↔ z and y ↔ u) + (x ↔ u and y ↔ z). The results for diagrams of topology V with lines 1,2,3,4 taken to be fermion and 5 to be vector are:
where the integral functions are (including cases with degenerate fermion masses y = z):
In the last case, the limit y = z = 0 needed for massless fermions is slightly non-trivial:
This function is well-defined as s → x, even though B(0, x ′ ) and (x − s)V (x, 0, u, v) are each singular in that limit.
E. Diagrams with scalar, fermion, and vector propagators
In this subsection I present the results for two-loop diagrams that contain one vector propagator and both fermion and scalar propagators.
The contributions of diagrams of topology M with line 1 taken to be a vector propagator, lines 2,4,5 to be fermion, and line 3 to be scalar, are:
The contributions from diagrams of topology V with line 1 taken to be vector, lines 2,3 to be scalar, and lines 4,5 to be fermion are:
Finally, the results for diagrams of topology V with lines 1,3 taken to be scalars, 2 to be vector, and 4,5 to be fermion, are:
V. TWO-LOOP FUNCTIONS INVOLVING MASSLESS VECTORS
In the preceding formulas, the vector bosons have been taken to have generic non-zero masses. However, when the corresponding gauge symmetry is unbroken, the vector boson will be massless. Also, the three-point couplings of such massless vector bosons occur only when the other two particles are degenerate in mass. In this section I will give the appropriate limits of the two-loop integral functions for massless vector bosons. It should be noted that the presentations of some of the results in this section are not unique, because of the existence of identities involving basis functions with vanishing squared masses [see equations (A.11)-(A.20) in the Appendix].
For the integral functions of subsection IV C, one finds:
The massless-vector limits of the integrals of subsection IV D are:
and
Finally, the integrals introduced in subsection IV E have the following forms for massless vectors: 27) and
Certain combinations of the above functions involving massless vector bosons often appear together, and will be noted for future reference. In the self-energy functions of scalars that are neutral under the gauge symmetry corresponding to the massless vector boson, the combinations
will appear. They are each independent of the gauge parameter ξ. For scalars that transform non-trivially under the gauge symmetry corresponding to the massless vector boson, the following combinations also occur:
These are not gauge-invariant, but satisfy: The ellipses in each case refer to terms that vanish as s → x. These identities are useful for checking gauge invariance of the pole mass.
VI. A SUPERSYMMETRIC EXAMPLE
In this section, I will work through the details of an example intended to serve both as a consistency check and as a point of reference for the preceding results.
Consider a supersymmetric model with three chiral superfields Φ 0 , Φ + , and Φ − , with charges 0, +1, −1 under a U (1) gauge symmetry. The complex scalar components of the superfields can be written in terms of real scalars R 0,+,− and I 0,+,− as φ 0 = (R 0 + iI 0 )/ √ 2 and φ + = (R + + iI + )/ √ 2 and φ − = (R − + iI − )/ √ 2, and their two-component Weyl fermionic components are ψ 0 , ψ + , and ψ − respectively. Also, there is a U (1) gauge field A µ , and a gaugino two-component Weyl fermion χ.
These fields couple to the charged fields with strength g. The superpotential is given by:
Let us take M 0 , M ± , and Y to be real and positive. In the following, I will denote x = M 
This determines the couplings of the theory as specified in eqs. (2.1)-(2.4), for example:
etc.
Applying the results of section III to this model, one obtains for the one-loop self-energy functions of the neutral scalars: R0R0 vanishes identically. Since there is also no mixing in the one-loop self-energy matrix between R 0 and I 0 , one can write a single self-energy function for the neutral complex scalar field. Putting equation (6.4) [or (6.5)] in terms of the one-loop basis functions gives simply:
At two-loop order, we have, by direct application of the results of sections IV and V:
and 
while the off-diagonal elements vanish, thanks to supersymmetry:
It follows that the charged scalars have a common self-energy function,
(The term proportional to 1 − ξ vanishes in the limit s → z.) The two-loop corrections are, from sections IV and V: 
(6.15)
Writing these expressions in terms of the two-loop basis functions with δ MS = 0, we discover that equation (6.15) vanishes identically, and equation (6.14) becomes:
embodies the difference between the Landau gauge and Feynman gauge results. (It should be remarked that ∆ can be rewritten in various ways that look quite different, using the expressions for B(0, z ′ ) and V (0, z, x, z) in terms of the basis functions; see equations (3.1) and (3.22) of [62] .) The function ∆ can actually be evaluated entirely analytically, using the expressions given in section VI of [62] . The limiting expression for small s − z is particularly simple and useful: ∆ = −2zB(x, z)[2 + 2ln(z − s) − lnz] + . . . . (6.18) Here, the ellipses represent terms that vanish as s → z, which can be consistently neglected since they make only a three-loop order contribution to the self-energy function. The pole squared masses x p and z p of the neutral and charged scalar fields can now be obtained by with all basis functions evaluated 4 at s = z. These results satisfy several non-trivial consistency checks, as follows. First, the mere fact that we can write diagonal self-energy functions Π φ0 and Π φ± is actually a supersymmetric consequence of the fact that the real and imaginary components of each of φ 0 , φ + and φ − reside in supermultiplets.
(In a non-supersymmetric theory, the real and imaginary components of the uncharged field φ 0 receive different self-energy corrections, and there is mixing in the self-energy functions between φ + and φ * − .) Next, consider the fact that the pole squared masses x p and z p must be gauge invariant, since they are physical observables. This requires These equations are indeed seen to be satisfied, since ξ does not appear in equations (6.21)-(6.24). Let us examine how this happened. For the neutral scalars, the oneloop gauge invariance is trivial, while the two-loop gauge invariance can also be seen from the fact that equation (6.8) is written in terms of the gauge-invariant combinations G SS (z, z), G F F (z, z) and G F F (z, z) that were defined in equations (5.31), (5.32) and (5.33) . To see how the gauge invariance of the charged scalar pole squared mass z p comes about, note that using the analytical expressions for A(z) and B(0, z) in equation (6.13) gives ∂ ∂ξ Π As s → z, the functions V (0, z, x, z) and B(0, z ′ )B(x, z) each have a logarithmic divergence, but their sum is well-defined and can be evaluated analytically using equations in section VI of [62] .
−2g
2 Y 2 zB(x, z) 2 + 2ln(z − s) − lnz + . . . , (6.28) where the ellipses indicate terms that vanish as s → z and terms of order g 4 . Combining equation (6.28) with (6.16) and (6.18) gives the desired smooth limit as s → z:
φ± (z) + Π This cancellation explains the absence of terms proportional to (1 − ξ) in equation (6.24) . As another check, suppose that x = 0; then the mass of the neutral fermion ψ 0 is zero at tree-level, and is protected from corrections by a chiral symmetry. It follows from supersymmetry that the scalar squared mass also vanishes, so x p = 0. This is checked, since equations (6.21) and (6.22) each vanish when x = 0.
Similarly, suppose that z = 0. Then the masses of the charged fermions vanish, and we must have z p = 0 to all orders in perturbation theory. Again, this checks, since equations (6.23) and (6.24) each vanish when z = 0.
Another important consistency check on the preceding results is provided by renormalization group invariance of the pole masses of the scalars. The beta functions of the parameters of the theory can be written in the general form: able theory, including the contributions of all Feynman diagrams that contain only one vector propagator (or none). This is equivalently the leading non-trivial order, quadratic, in gauge couplings. In some cases, notably Higgs scalar boson masses in the electroweak Standard Model and most extensions of it, these are the dominant two-loop contributions, because electroweak gauge couplings are smaller than the QCD and top Yukawa (and possibly bottom Yukawa) couplings. I have specialized the results obtained here to the Higgs scalar bosons of the Minimal Supersymmetric Standard Model, and the results will appear elsewhere [73] .
Further progress will require evaluating the contributions of the remaining two-loop Feynman diagrams, containing two or more vector propagators. A hallmark of the strategy used here is that it is flexible, applying to a general renormalizable field theory. In softly broken supersymmetry, the full two-loop result should allow, as special cases, precise evaluation of the pole masses of not only the Higgs scalar bosons, but also the squarks and sleptons.
